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State Engages Tech Community to Help Improve Government
Month-Long “Code Challenge” Takes Hackathon to New Level

HONOLULU — Gov. David Y. Ige, the Office of Enterprise Technology Services (ETS), and the
State of Hawaii Transformation Internship Program (TIP) will host the Hawaii Annual Code
Challenge (HACC) in Honolulu from Aug. 27 to Sept. 24, 2016, with a kickoff event on
Saturday, Aug. 27, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Aloha Tower Marketplace (Multi-Purpose Room
3).

Presented in partnership with local nonprofit Hawaii Open Data, the month-long event is being
held to engage the local tech community in the modernization of Hawaii state government.

“We are reaching out to local talent to identify innovative, out-of-the-box solutions to government
service needs, ultimately promoting an efficient, effective and open state government,” said
state Chief Information Officer (Cl1O) Todd Nacapuy. “The event is also a way to support and
help develop our local IT workforce, which is critical to our state’s technological future. Skilled IT
personnel are in demand across all sectors — public and private — and creating opportunities
for local talent to gain experience and showcase their work helps us all.”

HACC is open to everyone, from students to professionals to amateurs “born to code.”
Participants are invited to compete in elementary school, middle school, high school, college
and open categories.

A first of its kind for the state, HACC is based on the concept of a hackathon, a problem-solving
event that brings together creative individuals over a set duration. Hackathons serve a variety of
purposes, from exploring a new technology or programming language to encouraging economic
growth through technology development, and they are often sponsored by companies, nonprofit
groups, and other organizations. But rather than the traditional around-the-clock development
over a single day or weekend, HACC will offer an extended period for development over one
month.

The kickoff event will include team formation, foundational training, and workshops. In addition,
participants will select from a list of challenges themed around key problems facing the state,
and then work over the next several weeks to develop their solutions. The expanded month-long
timeframe is meant to encourage sustainable solutions that are appropriately matched with
technologies and platforms in use or being considered by the state.
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Participants will return on Sept. 24 to present their solutions for judging and winner selection.
Awards will go to top participants, and outstanding projects will be considered for
implementation.

Rules and judging criteria will be announced prior to the kickoff event, with the list of challenges
to be announced at the event itself.

Prior to the kickoff, participants are encouraged to submit their own ideas for state-related
challenges facing the citizens of Hawaii. Submissions will be considered for inclusion in the
challenge pool.

For more information, latest updates as well as registration and challenge idea submission, visit
HACC.hawaii.gov.
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